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Thanksgiving, 2007
Text:  Psalm 148
Theme:  Let All Creation Praise the LORD!
Preached:  November 21/22, 2007 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

There is a proportion that exists in nature that is absolutely fascinating. You could discover this rule of nature if you measured the proportions of your own body. For instance, if you measured your right arm from your shoulder to the tip of your fingers and then measured it again from your elbow to the tip of your fingers, you would discover that it is the same proportion as exists from the top of your leg to the sole of your foot as compared to the measurement from your knee to the bottom of your foot. You would discover—each of you—that the proportion is 1 [gesture from elbow to finger] to 1.6 [gesture from shoulder to finger]. Then if you would measure each of the members of your family, no matter how long or short their arms and legs, you would discover that each of them has virtually the same proportion—1 to 1.6. The Greeks discovered this thousands of years ago, and they gave a name to this proportion. It’s called “Phi,” similar to the mathematical symbol “pi.” Remember how you learned pi in math class? Pi is equal to 3.14, and you multiply pi times the diameter of a circle to find out the circumference of the circle. 
Not only is this proportion of phi found in almost all human bodies, but it’s found in many animals’ bodies and in many of the plants. Artists discovered this hundreds of years ago, and they incorporated it into their artwork. It’s found in many of the most famous works of art, and it’s part of why they are so good and lifelike. Architects have used “phi” in most of the world’s famous buildings. As a matter fact, for hundreds of years scientists and artists both pointed to phi as evidence from nature that there must be a God. They’ve called phi the “divine proportion,” evidence that all things were designed and created by one Divine Being. 
The Psalm that we are considering this Thanksgiving also emphasizes that all of creation attests to the work of God. The writer of Psalm 148 calls on every single thing in all creation—every plant, every animal, every force of nature, every person—to give praise to the LORD. “Let all creation praise the LORD!” the Psalmist says. 

Did the same question arise in your mind as you read the Psalm as arose in my mind? I mean, angels can praise God (v. 2). But look at v. 3. How can the sun and the moon and the stars praise the LORD? How can the waters, the sea creatures, the lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds, mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, wild animals and cattle, small creatures and flying birds praise the LORD? Maybe we have too much of a man-centered point of view to be able to understand this “Psalm speak.” Only man and the angels have the gift of speech. But the rest of God’s creatures are able to communicate too, aren’t they? The birds communicate in their twittering, the horses in their neighing, the lions with their roaring. But think even more broadly. Even the inanimate objects of the universe like mountains and hills communicate visually, don’t they?
What the Psalm writer is really referring to is how every part of God’s creation has a purpose and a function within the whole, and when they each perform their function, they accomplish God’s purpose. They are His instruments to bring about His desires. They each have a role in the great drama of God’s creation. When one of them doesn’t function properly, it’s evidence that something is wrong in God’s perfect creation. When cancer cells invade healthy tissue, they cause sickness and pain and death. When war breaks out between nations, it brings misery and disruption and killing. When earthquakes and droughts and fires wreck their havoc, they destroy habitats and the ability to sustain life. All these are evidence of how sin has entered God’s perfect creation, and brought about havoc and turmoil and extinction. But this Psalm has little to say about that subject.
Instead, it calls on all the various parts of the creation to carry out their God ordained function. This Psalm calls on the sun to shine its life giving rays down on the earth to sustain life. It calls on the moon to continue through its round of phases to help us to mark time. It calls on the clouds and the rain and the snow and—yes—even the thunder and lightning to give their rejuvenating powers to the earth. It calls on the orange trees to produce their oranges. It calls on the cows to produce their milk. It calls on the bees to make their honey. Because, when they do, they are carrying out their God ordained purposes. Each of them is a channel through which God brings His multitude of blessings to the world. They are a symphony of praise to the world’s Creator. 

We humans have been given a special gift to praise God with. Our brains and our mouths and our vocal chords are able to produce a special kind of praise to God. Through words, through speech and sometimes through sung words, we are able to tell God what wonderful things He has done. We are not telling Him anything He doesn’t already know. But He loves to hear it from us. He gave us our voices for this purpose. We were the ones created in His image. He also gave us a rational mind and soul. And He wants to hear from us how much we appreciate all He did for us. “Kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and maidens, old men and children, . . . praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.” 

But this Psalm is more than just a song of praise to the Creator for how wonderfully He created everything. The final verse is actually one of those little hints in the Old Testament—a foreshadowing—of something even greater that the LORD would do for His people. Look with me closely at v. 14. “He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD.” 

The horn was a very important object back in Bible times. As a matter of fact, I wouldn’t doubt that the Thanksgiving cornucopia goes back to the important symbol of the horn in Old Testament times. The horn was always a sign of victory. When the Israelite army would win a victory, the soldiers would blow the ram’s horn that they would often carry with them. And even those who didn’t know how to blow the horn, they would raise in their right hand a horn as a visual symbol to everyone that the victory had been won. The horn was a sign of victory, of triumph, of blessing from the LORD. 

Some Bible scholars have seen in this reference to a horn in Psalm 148, a very subtle reference to the Messiah. When the long awaited Messiah would come, He would win the ultimate victory for His people. He would rescue them from sin and death. And they would praise Him for it. He would be “the praise of all his saints.” Jesus would be the one whom the saints would praise. “God has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart.” God loved us so dearly. He was not about to abandon His people to the fate that they had chosen for themselves through their sin. He held them deep in His heart even then. And when they turned their back on Him and fought against Him, even then He sought them out and sent them His most precious Treasure and rescued them. 
This rescue was so great that it calls for praise not just from men. God calls on all of His creation today to thank Him and praise His name—from the babbling brook to the screaming leopard, from the cooing dove to the thundering volcano. Let God know how great He is! Let all creation praise the LORD! Whatever your occupation may be—whether you produce groceries for the store, whether you build houses or design kitchens, whether you print books or produce medications for the sick, whether you work with complicated tools for communication like the computer or teach little children how to read—whatever part of God’s creation you work with—let all creation praise the LORD!  Amen.
